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Friends....

Two hundred and fifty years after the Declaration of Independence, the ideals of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness continue to guide the American experience. 

For generations, the United States military has promoted these ideals by defending 
freedom and providing aid in times of danger and uncertainty. Today, service members 
carry on this work by supporting allies overseas, responding to natural disasters at 
home, and assisting civilians in unsafe situations. These actions protect families, 
strengthen communities, and give people the chance to live safer, more hopeful lives. 

At New Directions, we bring these same ideals to life by caring for 
veterans after their service has ended. Our staff show up every day 
with compassion and commitment, helping veterans find housing, 
stability, and a renewed sense of purpose. Our board members 
provide steady guidance, keeping our mission focused on the people 
we serve, and our donors make this work possible through their 
generous support, restoring dignity, opportunity, and hope. 

In 2026, as we mark 250 years of the American experience, we 
honor our shared responsibility to stand with those who have 
served our nation. Together, through care, partnership, and belief 
in every veteran’s potential, we keep the promise of America alive. 
We invite you to join us in this effort and look forward to finding 
ways to improve the lives of veterans who have given so much in 
service to our country.

Save the Date
Honoring Our Heroes Gala 

November 2026
Los Angeles, CA

In Celebration of America's 
250th Anniversary of Independence

Veterans are encouraged to wear military apparel 
and/or service ribbons. Civilian guests are asked to 

note that the event is black-tie optional.

 Please Contact: 
Scott Brumer | 

sbrumer@ndvets.org | 
310-806-8413

To Learn More About 
the Gala or How You 

Can Contribute

Le� Cuadrad�



New Connections

We hope everyone has had a wonderful 
start to the new year. A Highlight For  
veterans in our care each year is our 
Fellowship and Well-being Program. It 
creates meaningful opportunities for 
veterans to come together, strengthen 
connections with one another, and 
build lasting relationships within the 
community.

To partner with us, please reach out To 
Olivia Russell at Orussell@ndvets.org.
You may also scan the QR Code or 
follow the link here .

We look forward to building something 
meaningful together. 

New YearNew Year
New Connections

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/Z0ROxZE


Profiles in Courage
George Widener - 

United States Air force

Self Portrait, 2020
Mixed media on paper, 60 x 59.5 inches

Against all odds, those dreams became a reality 
for George Widener. Originally from Kentucky, 
George served four years in the United States Air 
Force. In 1984, a terrorist attack in Germany led 
to his honorable discharge, but also a lasting 
diagnosis of PTSD. Turning to art as a form of 
therapy, he began expressing his experiences and 
emotions through mixed media, dates, and 
numbers. A calendar savant, George is completely 
self-taught and was later discovered by an 
Outsider Art dealer in London. In 2005, he 
debuted his work at the New York Outsider Art 
Fair, the premier fair for self-taught artists, where 
hundreds of collectors and curators gather to 
discover artists like George.

Since then, George's work has been featured in 
major institutions like the Intuit Art Museum in 
Chicago, the American Folk Art Museum in New 
York City, and the Hamburger Bahnhof in in 
Berlin, Germany. He has also exhibited extensively 
in galleries around the world, with an upcoming 
showing this year at the Hirschl & Adler Modern 
Art Gallery in New York City. His art incorporates 
his vast experiences, his love of antique and rare 
books and maps, and his remarkable ability to 
accurately identify the day of the week for any 
given date- past or future.

This exhibition, his first show in several years,  
centers on his time as a volunteer during the war in 
Ukraine and conveys "the feeling of being 
surrounded." George hopes this will commence his 
“comeback” into the art world. “I would love to 
display a positive side of veterans and their lives on 
this campus; that a top artist can live here and leave 
a lasting legacy.” 

For many, art begins as a hobby or recreation, a way to process the trials and tribulations of life 
and transform them into something meaningful. Turning that passion into a career is challenging, 

and breaking into the highly competitive professional art world, is even more difficult. 

“MANY SOLDIERS FACE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES WHEN TRANSITIONING 
TO CIVILIAN LIFE DUE TO TRAUMA. AS A VETERAN, I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO FIND COMFORT, CALM, AND 

HEALING THROUGH THE ACT OF CREATING ART.”



Community
Corner

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO CIVIC 
GROUPS AND  LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO HAVE 
DONATED TO ENHANCE THE LIVES 
VETERANS IN OUR PROGRAMS

A Coat and Cold 
Weather Drive held by 
Redondo Beach 
Elks Lodge #1378

TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN 
START YOUR OWN DONATION 
DRIVE PLEASE FOLLOW THE LINK HERE, 
SCAN THE QR CODE OR REACH OUT TO 
US BY PHONE OR EMAIL!

A Hygiene Kit 
Outreach Drive 
Held By UCLA 
GEffen School

Christmas Gift bags 
donated by the 

Brentwood School

Blankets 
and 
Pillows 
from Brad 
with 
Operation 
Blankets 
of Love

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/n20bIW5/inkinddrive


 Harlem Hellfighters
Legacies of Valor

In 1917, after three years of neutrality, the United States declared war on Germany 
and entered World War I. Thousands of men were drafted, and civilians on the 
home front mobilized to support the war effort. Although death on the front lines 
did not discriminate, the U.S. military remained segregated. More than 350,000 
Black soldiers served in the war, many hoping their sacrifice abroad would lead to 
greater equality at home.

The 369th Infantry Regiment of the New York Army National Guard, known as 
the “Harlem Hellfighters,” spent more time in continuous combat, 191 days in the 
trenches, compared to any other American unit. The regiment was assigned to 
French units, which was not segregated and faced little racial discrimination. The 
369th was instrumental in the advancement on the Western Front and was the 
first Allied unit to reach the banks of the Rhine River.   

Following the war, the soldiers were recognized for their bravery with the French 
Croix de Guerre and were welcomed home to New York City with massive crowds and 

celebrations. Despite their valor and international recognition,  
the regiment suffered approximately 1,500 casualties, the highest of any U.S. unit, and 

returned to a nation still marked by deep racial tension and discrimination. 

In Celebration of Black History Month



March 12th 

Veteran 
Resource Fair

Join us this year as we count down to the historic milestone of 
July 4th. Together, we will reflect on our nation’s history, 
honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead 
toward the future we hope to build for the next generation.

United by Strength

In March, in honor of Womens History 
Month, we celebrate the legacy, service 

and leadership of Women Veterans. 
Their sacrifice remains a lasting 
source of pride and inspiration 

throughout our nation’s history.

In collaboration with
 Los Angeles City 

Councilmember Traci Park 
(District 11) and the LADWP 
Valor program, we will be 

holding a veteran resource 
fair on the West LA VA Campus. 

This recurrent event brings 
together community resources, 

clothing and essential items 
for meaningful impact. 

We are hiring!
Discover our Open Opportunities and make a difference in 

the lives of veterans  at NDVETs.org/jobs  


